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A NEW team could be set to
rejuvenate junior football in
Geelong’s north with an excit-
ing joint venture between two
clubs likely to boost participa-
tion.

GDFL’s North Geelong and
GFL’s North Shore are set to
launch the new Northern Bay
Auskick program, with new
junior teams of the same name
to potentially be created in the
coming years depending on
demand.

The proposed teams, which
would likely build from
under-10s up to under-16s,
would eventually replace the
junior sides of both clubs
which have suffered significant
decreases in numbers, accord-
ing to respective presidents
Jason Habib and Dale Purcell. 

“We’re going to try and
keep the name as Northern
Bay and our aim is to hopefully
have under-10s, 12s, 14s and 16s
under the Northern Bay struc-
ture,” North Geelong presi-
dent Habib said.

“Then when they get to
under-18 level that’s when
they’ll make their choice of
North Shore or North Gee-
long.”

The North Geelong presi-
dent said details of the pro-
posed Northern Bay teams
such as a jumper design or loc-
ation of a home ground had
not been decided. They would
first establish the new Auskick
program before moving for-
ward.

“We’ll suck it and see this
first couple of years and if it’s a
success … that’s when we’ll
start pumping under-10s, 12s
and whatnot,” Habib said.

The team name has been
plucked from the five North-
ern Bay College campuses
around Corio and Norlane
with the aim of encouraging
kids to feel a greater sense of
ownership while also avoiding
any potential conflict with
either North Geelong or North
Shore.

“We said ‘let’s come up with
a fresh name and we’ll link it to
the schools and then the kids
have a bit of a buy-in’,” North
Shore president Purcell said.

“We went with Northern
Bay Auskick because it’s a dif-
ferent name and brand alto-
gether so it gives the kids no
stigma of going to either one.” 

The two clubs have come
together by means of the
friendship between former
North Shore teammates Habib
and Purcell in an attempt to re-
build their junior football pro-
grams after suffering a
significant decline in recent

“I’m stoked because we had
to start somewhere and we ran
it past AFL Barwon and they
were happy. They were rapt
that we were doing it,” Habib
said.

The clubs will target be-
tween 70 and 80 kids for the
inaugural year with free regis-

tration offered for the first 50
kids through North Geelong’s
GDFL Auskick subsidy, with
hefty discounts also offered to
those who join the program
after that.

The weekly program will
alternate between both clubs’
home grounds.

The program kicks off from
4.30pm on Thursday May 4 at
North Shore with registrations
taken on the night.

Purcell said several busi-
nesses, including Viva Energy,
Winter & Taylor Isuzu and
Gforce, had made the program
possible.

years. 
“Basically we thought if we

get our two heads together and
try and get as many Auskicks
as we can first, because ob-
viously at North Geelong all
our junior structure’s basically
gone in about a four to five-
year span,” Habib said.

North Geelong no longer
has any junior teams below its
under-18 side while North
Shore will still field under-10,
12, 14 and 16 sides this season,
despite a decrease in numbers.

Both presidents remain un-
sure about why numbers have
declined, but say the growth of
rival sports and the changing
demographic of the area may
be factors.

“We used to love footy and
that’s all we’d done, but there’s
other sports now, basketball,
soccer, everything, so we’re
just dealing with other sport-

ing codes I think,” Habib said.
Purcell said that more than

anything the two clubs were
just wanting to rebuild the
area’s sporting community.

“Our main goal is to try and
get as many kids back playing
sport out in the north,” he said.

“Start it from scratch (and)
get quite a few kids out there
back into sport.

“That’s the thinking be-
tween the two clubs — instead
of fighting each other or dig-
ging into our own territories
let’s just work together and get
as many kids playing as we
can.”

The presidents are over the
moon so far with what has
been developed, particularly
after the newly-created Aus-
kick program received the
thumbs-up from AFL Barwon
as well as GDFL president
Neville Whitely.

“Our main goal is to try and get as many kids 
back playing sport out in the north.”

N O R T H  S H O R E  P R E S I D E N T  D A L E  P U R C E L L

Joint mission for juniors
Clubs team 
up to bring 
kids back
TOM HUSSEY

NEW HOPE: Juniors Flynn Hecker, Ruby Hase, Declan Fitzsimmons and Lacey Nolan are excited about the Northern Bay Auskick centre. Below, North Shore president Dale 
Purcell, North Geelong secretary Paul Cotter, Viva Energy’s Jo Powell, Gforce’s Rob Birch and Winter & Taylor’s Ross Evans-Smith. Pictures: NATHAN DYER



66 SPORT SATURDAY APRIL 15 2017 GEELONGADVERTISER.COM.AU

GATE01Z01MA - V1

FOOTY NETBALL HQ
Barwon Heads defence to be put to the test after losing star players

BARWON HEADS’ defence
has suffered a major blow
with two key players set to
miss today’s BFL A-grade
clash against the Geelong
Ammos.

The Seagulls will lose de-
fenders Elise Ruggles and
Julia Mitchell due to the

Easter long weekend, with
Ruggles highlighted by play-
ing-coach Olivia Wilson as
one of the side’s key players in
the opening two rounds.

“Elise has been a standout
in defence. She’s one of the
leaders back there so we’ll see
how we go without her this
week,” Wilson said.

The Seagulls will be look-
ing for an improved result this
week after they went down in

a nailbiting 36-35 loss to An-
glesea last weekend, a disap-
pointing performance Wilson
described as “up and down”.

“We let ourselves down
last week,” she said.

“We got back up then they
were up in the last … it was
very interrupted with rain
and then we had to have a
five-minute break and it was
just one of those days.”

However it’ll be an en-

hanced display of skills the
Seagulls will look to bring as
they attempt to topple the
2016 runners-up with the
game set to hinge on their in-
experienced defence accord-
ing to Wilson.

“(We’ll need) a lot more
discipline in the attackers and
just delivering that ball into
the goalers correctly and nail-
ing our shots pretty much this
week,” she said.

“It’s just going to come
down to our defence and their
attack … I think we’re more
than capable of beating their
centre court … their defend-
ers will be tough but as long as
our goalers are on I think
we’ve got a fairly good shot.”

Wilson pointed to the
efforts of Jacqui Ball (57 goals
in the opening two rounds) as
standing out so far, and added
that the on-court chemistry

between herself and Perri
Jones had held the team in
good stead this season.

“Myself and Perri (Jones)
we’ve worked quite well to-
gether … we were the attack-
ers last year as well, so we’re
quite familiar with each
other.”

Today’s clash will also see
Barwon Heads officially open
its brand new netball facilities
and football surface.

TOM HUSSEY
BFL NETBALL

THE LID is firmly on at Bar-
won Heads, but that might
change in the next fortnight.

The Seagulls have recorded
comprehensive wins in the
opening two rounds of the BFL
season, thumping Newcomb
by 146 points before destroying
Anglesea by 75 points last Sat-
urday.

But new coach Mitch Herb-
ison is set to really find out
where his side sits in the next
two weeks, with back-to-back
games against last year’s grand
finalists, Geelong Amateur and
Modewarre.

“It’s always going to be a
good measure of how we’re
tracking playing against one of
the top teams of the competit-
ion,” Herbison said.

“We’ve just got to make
sure each team we come up
against we put in solid effort,
and that will be no different
this week against Geelong
Ammos. 

“We're pretty focused in-
ternally on how we want to
play and the outside percep-
tion of us doesn’t really faze us
too much to be honest.

“Obviously they’ve been a

benchmark over the last few
seasons so we’ll be really keen
to put in a big effort this week.”

Pressure has been a key
word from the playing-coach,
who has gone about setting the
example himself.

“It’s been a good start. Both
games we’ve played pretty
even across the board and put
in some solid efforts,” he said.

“The pleasing thing was our
pressure and defending efforts
in both games.

“The Ammos are probably
the benchmark in terms of

their ball movement; they cer-
tainly move the ball very quick
and have some really quick
and skilful players. We’ll have
to make sure we’re on top of
that and make sure we bring
some really solid pressure.”

Sam Evans (arm) and Dan-
iel Colbert (calf) will have to
overcome niggles to be right
for today, but both are expect-
ed to play.

“We’ve got to put in another
four-quarter performance and
step up some areas of our
game,” Herbison said.

Real acid test 
for Seagulls

Barwon Heads star Matt Dyer fires off a handball at training.

DAMIEN RACTLIFFE

STEP IT UP: Barwon Heads coach Mitch Herbison hands out instructions. Pictures: PETER RISTEVSKI

ANGLESEA v MODEWARRE
Alcoa Oval, 2.10pm
BARWON HEADS v AMMOS
Howard Harmer Oval, 2.10pm
PORTARLINGTON v NEWCOMB
PORT REC RES, 2.10pm
QUEENSCLIFF v DRYSDALE
Queenscliff Rec Res, 2.10pm
OCEAN GROVE v TORQUAY
Ray Menzies Oval, 2.10pm

EASTER BFL 

CALL 131 546 FOR MORE INFORMATION

WE HAVE TOO MUCH WORK, 
WE NEED NEW CLEANING 

FRANCHISEES NOW !!

BE YOUR OWN BOSS, 
WORK YOUR OWN HOURS....
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AFL PREMIERSHIP 
ROUND 4

P W D L For Agst % Pts
Geelong 4 4 0 0 487 329 148 16
Adelaide 4 4 0 0 513 351 146.2 16
Richmond 4 4 0 0 426 301 141.5 16
GWS Giants 4 3 1 0 472 353 133.7 12
West Coast 4 3 1 0 408 331 123.3 12
Western Bulldogs 4 3 1 0 372 348 106.9 12
Port Adelaide 4 2 2 0 419 350 119.7 8
Melbourne 4 2 2 0 407 386 105.4 8
Gold Coast 4 2 2 0 401 393 102 8
St Kilda 4 2 2 0 363 367 98.9 8
Essendon 4 2 2 0 357 385 92.7 8
Fremantle 4 2 2 0 324 437 74.1 8
Collingwood 4 1 3 0 301 347 86.7 4
Carlton 4 1 3 0 292 368 79.4 4
Brisbane Lions 4 1 3 0 325 433 75.1 4
Sydney 4 0 4 0 313 391 80.1 0
North Melbourne 4 0 4 0 357 446 80 0
Hawthorn 4 0 4 0 281 502 56 0

GIRL POWER: Liv Ryan celebrates winning the women’s Stawell Gift final at Central Park yesterday. Picture: MARK DADSWELL

PRE-RACE  favourite Matthew
Rizzo took out the Stawell Gift
with a blistering 12.10sec run.

Running off 7.5m, the 18-year-
old from Langwarrin took the lead
halfway through the 120m final
and enjoyed a convincing win.
Nathan Riali was second and Kyle
Grubnic finished third.

After Rizzo made last year’s
final, he came in this time as the
favourite and dominated.

No other runner went quicker
than 12.20 over the weekend. 

“I walked away last year from
that final a little bit disappointed
but I did it this year, so I’m stoked,
absolutely stoked,” the Brett
Robinson-coached runner said.

“I’ve been taught to sprint to get
across that line first and that’s
exactly what I did in the final.

“Last year I wanted to win it so
badly but it didn’t happen, but this
year’s win will honestly change my
life, it’s a dream come true.

“This year I got a better support
group, better training, better coach
and more dedication.” 

Liv Ryan’s odds plummeted

from $31 on Friday to $2 on Satur-
day and two days later the Don-
vale runner won the women’s Gift,
also for the first time. Starting off
11m, Ryan ran 13.72 to edge out
Maddie Coates and Sarah Blizzard
was third.

Ryan is the third teenager in a
row to win and there has been con-
troversy around the handicapping
for the women’s Gift.

Rizzo and Ryan won $40,000
apiece for their wins.

Scratch marker Toea Wisil and
Melissa Breen did not progress
past the semi-finals yesterday,
while Taylah Perry finished fourth
in the final. After winning last
year’s under-17 girls 100m at Sta-
well, Ryan not only took out the
Gift, but within an hour she also
claimed the 70m title. 

“Winning the double is amaz-
ing, I just had to focus after the gift
and get down the track in the 70m,
I’m thrilled,” she said.

Ryan created history by being
the only athlete to finish third in
her heat, to then come out and win
the Gift. AAP

Defeat spurs favourite 
to a life-changing win

QUICK: Matthew 
Rizzo. Picture: 
GETTY IMAGES

Walk the talk on Ablett
GEELONG  chief executive
Brian Cook has revealed that
talks between Gold Coast Sun
Gary Ablett, his management
and the Cats took place almost
a year ago.

Speaking on SEN radio yes-
terday, Cook said that talks
had begun much earlier than
last year’s trade period, when it
was reported that Ablett had
asked the Gold Coast about a
return home to Geelong.

But Cook said talks weren’t

likely to start again until the
off-season.

“About 12 months (ago) we
did have a chat to the manage-
ment of Gary and Gary, but it
went nowhere because Gold
Coast didn’t want to talk to us,”
Cook said.

“We haven’t spoken to Gold
Coast since, we haven’t spoken
to Gary since or his manage-
ment. We have no intention of
speaking to Gary or his man-
agement between now and the
end of the year.”

Cook said the dual-Brown-
low medallist wouldn’t be the

only person the Cats would
target in the off-season, while
the current uncertainty in the
negotiations of the collective
Bargaining Agreement left it
unclear as to whether they
would have the salary cap
room to recruit him.

“We’re really tight on the
cap, but we’re not sure what
the cap’s going to be,” Cook
said.

“It’s too hard because there
are so many balls in the air and
I mean Gary wouldn’t be the
only person we’re looking at.

“Our recruiting strategy

doesn’t simply depend upon
Gary Ablett.”

Cook played down recent
speculation around Ablett’s fu-
ture as “just another day”.

“I’ll tell you where I sit
emotionally. I’ve been at Gee-
long nearly 20 years and there
isn’t a day that goes past that I
don’t deal with an Ablett issue,
so this is another day. Is it new?
No,” he said.

The Cats boss did acknowl-
edge the benefit Ablett’s po-
tential return home could have
for the club’s bottom line, but
questioned whether the 32-

year-old would fit into the
Cats’ list profile.

“From a marketing point of
view, it’d be really good, but
one thing I can tell you is you’d
only recruit him if he’s playing
well, irrespective of the mar-
keting stuff,” Cook said.

“I think there’s certainly a
place for those people in clubs
who are a certain stage of devel-
opment, particularly if they’ve
got lots and lots of young kids,
but when you’ve got seven or
eight 30-year-olds I’m not so
sure, in our case, whether we’d
go down that path.”

TOM HUSSEY

Gary Ablett on Saturday.

Geelong boss reveals long-time negotiations on star’s return

Cats put Hawks 
to the sword
FROM BACK PAGE

“(I was pleased) that we won
when we weren’t playing great
footy, particularly early, es-
pecially with our execution,” he
said.

“We acknowledge we’re a
work in progress and we can
improve all parts of our game.

“It’s pleasing we generated
the chances, we just couldn’t
convert and put the game away
earlier than we did. But we
understand transitioning a list
is really hard to do.”

Scott said he was yet to have
an understanding where Gee-
long compares to the AFL’s
best sides.

“We’re struggling as a
coaching group to work out ex-
actly where we sit in the com-
petition so we stopped trying to
work it out,” he said.

“They (Hawthorn) are not
playing their best at the mo-
ment so we acknowledge that
we need to keep improving our
game and not worry about
where we sit in the competition,
because that’s hard to get a
guide on.

“I’m pretty sure we’re not
the best team, but we could be
at some stage. We just improve
our game and see where that
takes us.”

Brownlow medallist Patrick
Dangerfield tallied 18 handballs
and nine kicks in the win, tak-

ing his season count to 79 hand-
balls and 45 kicks.

But Scott said Dangerfield
had not been instructed to
handball more this season.

“We’ve collectively talked
about how we move the ball
with more efficiency in our for-
ward half,” he said.

“He was clearly our best in-
side-50 player last year in terms
of volume while also improving
the efficiency a little bit.

“Today we would have liked
him kicking the ball inside 50 a
little bit more. He got a big
knock early and was probably
not himself, but found a way to
have an influence.

“We’d love him kicking the
ball inside 50, but we’d prefer
him giving a handball to some-
one that’s clear to have an un-
pressured inside 50 as opposed
to him banging it in there.”

MEANWHILE, North Mel-
bourne captain Jack Ziebell’s
bump on Travis Cloke has been
cleared by the match review
panel. Cloke will be sidelined
for four to six weeks after suf-
fering broken ribs as a result of
the collision during the fourth
quarter of the inaugural Good
Friday game. 

The review panel deemed
Ziebell’s bump as “not un-
reasonable” when handing
down its findings on Monday
afternoon.
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Golden future lies ahead for Geelong shot put star

A cup filled with tears

GOOD CAUSE: Brent Beer, Tom Quinlan, Tim Russell and Tracey Quinlan from Grovedale and Leopold football and netball clubs. Picture: HAMISH BLAIR

Nick

nick.wade@news.com.au

WADE

READ FULL 
TRIBUTES 

ONLINE

GEELONG  shot put star
Damien Birkinhead will take
on the world in London later
this year before going for gold
at next year’s Gold Coast Com-
monwealth Games.

Birkinhead, who took out
the men’s shot put at the na-
tional championships in Syd-

ney last Sunday and finished
top 10 at the 2016 Rio Olym-
pics, said he was happy to have
qualified for the IAAF World
Championships but will be
looking to improve, with his
personal best sitting at 21.21m.

“I’m pretty happy going to a
world championship, can’t re-
ally be disappointed with that
and 19.80m — I would have
liked a little bit further but that

happens,” he said. “I was sort of
hoping for a big one but the
season I had was pretty con-
sistent, it was actually a pretty
great season for me but I just
didn’t have that extra step,
which I’m hoping for in the
coming months.

The 24-year-old finished
10th in the Olympic final at
Rio 2016 and 5th at Glasgow’s
2014 Commonwealth Games

but is confident he can next
year bring home a medal de-
spite fierce competition.

“It’s always the aim (win-
ning) and getting the gold
medal’s just what everyone
strives for,” Birkinhead said.

“With the way we’re pro-
gressing and the program me
and Scott Martin have put to-
gether we’re on track to do
pretty well.” 

The Corio native will now
turn his attention to training
before competing through
Asia and Europe in the lead up
to the world championships.

“I’m just having a little bit of
time off at the moment and
(will) then get back into it and
go to Asia and Europe to pre-
pare mentally for the big
World Champs,” Birkinhead
said.

TOM HUSSEY

Damien Birkinhead in Rio.

SUPERSTAR  Winx is being
compared with the all-time
greats of Australian racing as
she aims for a 17th straight
win in the Queen Elizabeth
Stakes at Randwick today. 

TIM Russell, Brent Beer, Tra-
cey Quinlan and Sheridan Ed-
sall have lost parents to the
insidious grip of cancer and are
using local footy to stand up
and make a difference.

Rosemary Russell raised
three children and was the
main carer for husband Kelvin
for three decades before liver
cancer claimed her boundless
life last year.

Cheryl Beer’s trademark
humour, empathetic touch and
dark curly locks were last May
taken by aggressive ovarian
cancer.

Grovedale and Leopold will
contest the Let’s Kick Cancer
Cup in Round 3 at Burdoo Re-
serve, inspired by personal mo-
tivation to raise valuable
money for Geelong’s Andrew
Love Cancer Centre that
helped their families so much.

Guests at the luncheon and
across the day include Cats
midfielder Cameron Guthrie,
skin cancer survivor and advo-
cate Tim McGrath and Gee-
long superstar Patrick
Dangerfield, who will present
the trophy to the winning
footy side.

“Our mum (Rosemary) was
amazing, strong, kind and all
the things most mums are,”
said Russell, brother of Tracey
Quinlan.

“She dedicated her whole
life to her family, there was
nothing that she wouldn’t have
done for any of us regardless of
the situation or timing, with no
questions asked.

“She had hundreds of
friends — it was a common
source of amusement at
Christmas time and her birth-
day when people saw the num-
ber of cards she received.

“Mum had trouble saying
no to anyone who asked for
her help and even in her sick-
est times when dealing with

her cancer, would answer the
door, when the doorbell rang,
with a smile on her face.

“Mum was hardly ever sick
her entire life, but for her last
2½ years, we watched her go
through hell. We would not
wish that on anyone.”

Edsall’s mother passed
away from breast cancer in
2014 and was more than happy
to help bring the concept to re-
ality when approached for sup-
port.

Brent Beer’s motivation is
to spread the word about early
detection and intervention.

“If we could save one life
out of this fundraiser, one per-
son to encourage to get that
check-up and avoid going

through all of this, we have
achieved a massive goal,” he
said.

Cheryl was diagnosed with
ovarian cancer in 2012 after
dismissing symptoms for sev-
eral months.

“She didn’t think the signs
and symptoms were serious
enough, along with not feeling
comfortable to talk about what
has happening to her,” he said.

“In 2013, Mum had a full
hysterectomy as well as an in-
tense chemotherapy program
in which she lost her beautiful,
dark curly locks, which upset
her, but to survive she was will-
ing to do a lot more. 

“That was the bare mini-
mum. The effect the chemo

has on someone physically and
of course mentally, isn’t great.

“Later that year, Mum was
told she was in remission,
which was fantastic news at
the time. Sadly, about six to
eight months later the cancer
came back.

“Mum couldn’t shake it this
time, and after a short battle
she was told the cancer was
terminal but she could still live
for quite a while. Unfortuna-
tely, this wasn’t the case.

“To see Mum become so
sick through her treatment ...
chemotherapy, radiotherapy,
endless list of drugs, so much
physical pain, to later pass
away anyway, is heartbreaking
to witness. 

“Having to live that way,
nobody should.

“In the end, the cancer
spread throughout Mum’s
stomach lining, which starved
her, as food could no longer
pass through, as the cancer put
so much pressure on the stom-
ach itself. 

“My mother quickly be-
came disabled and had to use a
wheelchair, which was very
foreign to her. And in the com-
ing months, Mum sadly lost
her battle to ovarian cancer.”

Footballers from Colts, re-
serves and seniors will be
wearing different coloured
socks that represent cancer
ribbons. 

Grovedale will wear teal

socks in support of ovarian
cancer and Leopold will be
wearing lavender/lilac socks in
support of the “all cancer” rib-
bon. Netballers across all
grades will be wearing the cor-
responding coloured ribbons
in their hair.

Hosted by Tom King, tick-
ets to the function are $20 and
include a drink on arrival,
canapes and food during half
time of the senior football
game.
TICKETS available from 
www.trybooking.com/
261463
TO DONATE: 
www.barwonhealthfund
raising.org.au/event/
letskickcancer

Winx hailed as up there with best as takes to track for 17 wins in a row
Lloyd Williams, an influ-

ential and authoritative voice
in horse racing for more than
50 years, has rated Winx fav-
ourably with the mighty
Kingston Town as the best
horses he has seen over the
middle-distance range. 

“As it stands at the mo-

ment, she has probably done
as much as Kingston Town,
maybe even more,” he said.

“Winx is a bit too good for
everyone. I think she is right
up there with the best I’ve
seen.”

Kingston Town remains
the only three-time winner of

the Cox Plate (1980-81-82).
His 30 wins in 41 starts in-

cluded 14 at Group 1 level and
he won from 1200m to
3200m.

“Kingston Town did a lot
of racing, he went two miles
as a three-year-old (winning
the Sydney Cup) and he trav-

elled all over the place,” Will-
iams said. 

But trainer Chris Waller’s
immediate focus is for Winx
to make it 17 straight wins in
the Queen Elizabeth.

There is talk Winx may get
her chance to race in Europe
next year, and Williams is

convinced the mare would
more than hold her own on
the international stage. 

“There is obviously a lot of
travelling to do and some
horses can cope with it, oth-
ers can’t,” he said.

“I would think Winx could
cope with the travelling.” 

RAY THOMAS
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Dragons to see stars
against St Joseph’s
SPARE a thought for Bell 
Park’s reserves outfit.

Kicking off a new season,
the Dragons will come up 
against a host of star-
studded St Joseph’s players 
in the 12 o’clock game at 
Drew Reserve.

Multiple senior 
premiership player Dan 
Measures (pictured), 
former VFL-listed star Reid 
Adams and the ever-reliable 
David Fawkes have been 
relegated to the seconds.

“Dan’s been away on 
holidays and didn’t get to a 
couple of practice matches, 
so we’ve made a decision 
that he’ll have a run around 
in the early game,” Joeys 
senior coach Heath 

Jamieson said yesterday.
“Reid Adams and David

Fawkes, who are coming off 
ACLs, will play in the 
reserves and we see them as 
key senior players.”

A good luxury to have.
ALEX OATES

Star waiting in wings
COULD we be seeing an AFL 
premiership player pop up 
with a local footy side in the 
coming weeks?

The Huddle has heard 
whispers that a player fitting 
that description has been 
seen training with a local 

club in recent weeks, with 
the view of possibly pulling 
on the boots.

We’re told it’s still in the
embryonic stage but fair to 
say it would be something of 
a coup if the player pulls on 
the boots.

Tigers show off new wave
PLENTY of fresh faces for 
clubs at this time of the year 
and Grovedale is no 
exception.

The Tigers will unveil 
three club debutants today, 
naming 18-year-old Billy 
Ford, former South Barwon 
and North Geelong onballer 
Daniel Kee (pictured) and 
recruit Gary Hallam. 

Ford has earnt his spot on
the back of a solid pre-
season, joining older brother 

Luke in the Grovedale outfit. 
“He’s a different player to

Luke, but he’s very smart 
and uses the footy well,” 
McCaughan said. “He has a 
lot of time and space and 
hopefully he can make a big 
impression on the big stage.” 

ALEX OATES

Devils regain their self-belief

CORIO will take on East
Geelong today, hot off
delivering the club’s first A
Grade win in more than two
years.

The Devils, who made
sweeping changes during the
off-season, triumphed 55-32
over Bell Post Hill at home to
break a winless drought of 36
games stretching all the way
back to August 16, 2014.

New coach Bridgitte Burns,
who along with a new
committee and a number of
new recruits form part of a
new-look Corio, said the
breakthrough win finally gave
the club reason to rejoice.

“We were able to celebrate,
everyone was very happy,
people from around the club
were over watching the
netball, I don’t know if that’s
happened in the past, so it’s
just nice that it gives the club
something to celebrate after

quite a long time,” Burns said.
Pleased with the team’s

performance the coach
praised the culture of the new
group but said she’s yet to set
lofty expectations.

“Our girls did a good job —
there were lots of new
combinations so it’ll take a bit
of time to settle,” she said.

“There’s a really genuine
friendship and care for each
other so there’s no ego, there’s
no individuals it’s very much a
team ... it’s a really united
group of girls and they’re all
there to play for each other
and just to be at their best and
stay positive.

“And now there’s a bit of
self-belief that they can
compete with the GDFL our
goal is just to keep improving
and keep competing.”

Corio will aim to
implement a competitive,
contested brand of netball
according to Burns,
something that will be put to
the test as it comes up against
the Eagles.

TOM HUSSEY
GDFL NETBALL

LOCAL LEGEND: Modewarre’s Josh Finch with son Lenny late last year. Picture: GLENN FERGUSON

THERE’S an old adage “don’t 
count the games, make the 
games count”.

When Modewarre assistant
coach Mark Worthington 
considers the true definition of 
the phrase, he immediately 
points to one man: Josh Finch.

“He’s made 199 of his 
games count,” Worthington 
said of Finch, who will 
celebrate his 200th game this 
weekend.

“He’s a bloke who 
thoroughly prepares and gets 
his body ready to go and that’s 
why his quality of games is so 
good.

“He’s an outstanding 
player.”

Finch, who enters his 
second season as coach of the 
Warriors, will add another 
honour to his glittering career 
when he leads his team into 
battle against Portarlington.

A four-time Les Ash Medal
winner, five-time club best and 
fairest, three-time Vic Country 
rep and eight-time Warriors 
skipper, Finch is one of the 
most decorated players in the 
history of football in Geelong.

And his success comes as 
no surprise to his peers, who 
see his meticulous training 
and coaching methods on a 
daily basis.

“He’s just so particular and
that’s why he’s such a good 
builder and businessman as 
well,” Worthington said.

“He dots every I and 
crosses every T. For a bloke 
who is coach of an entire footy 
club, he can still prepare 
himself both mentally and 
physically and he gets 
everything out of himself.

“If that means he has to do
extra recovery sessions, he’ll 
do it, if it’s extra fitness 
sessions during the week 
because he doesn’t feel like 
he’s got enough run in his 
body, he does it.

“And he does it in his 
private time and blokes 
wouldn’t see the extra work 
that he does.

“It’s not a fluke to be that
good a player, you have to 
have some natural talent, but 
you can’t be a good player in 
this day and age if you don’t 
have a good work rate and 
professionalism.”

Mick Fitzgerald, a long-
serving president of 
Modewarre and respected 
country football figure, says 
one thing sets Finch apart: 
“work rate”.

“His fitness, preparation 
and recovery is second to 
none. I’ve never seen anything 
like it,” Fitzgerald said. 

“I’ve never seen anyone 
prepare as well as him at this 
level. And if you did his match 
stats for the last 199 games, I’d 
almost be certain that 75 per 
cent of his stats come in the 

second half of the game. “He’s 
got elite fitness and that’s why 
he can stay in the game for 
longer than most.”

While he has never tested
himself in the region’s top tier, 
Fitzgerald has no doubt Finch 
could “cut it” in the GFL ranks.

“Josh and I have had that
discussion (of whether he 
would make it in the GFL) for 
the last five years when he’s 
been approached and my view 
is he’d walk into any GFL 
midfield,” he said.

“I’m a footy tragic, and I’ve
watched a lot of GFL footy, 

and certain guys would make 
the transition and other guys 
wouldn’t ... but he would.

“He would make the 
transition very simple.”

In an age dominated by the
lure of money and success, 
Fitzgerald said Finch’s 
achievements were all the 
more significant.

“What makes his 200 
games so special is they have 
all been at the one club,” he 
said.

“He grew up in Moriac and
did all his Auskick and junior 
footy there and he continued 

through the junior ranks.
“And he’s knocked back 

some pretty lucrative offers to 
play at different clubs every 
year for the last 10 years. 

“He repeats himself every
year, Modewarre is home for 
him. He’s always felt that the 
club has been fantastic to him 
and he always wants to give 
back.

“He’s obviously an 
outstanding footballer but he’s 
very humble. Those personal 
awards are fantastic and he’ll 
look back on them fondly in 
years to come, but team 
success is what he’s striving 
for. It’s all about the team for 
Josh.”

Staying humble has been 
the key to much of his success, 
according to Fitzgerald.

“It’s quite outstanding. 
People with similar stats wold 
potentially behave 
differently,” he said.

“He’s very much a team, 
club-orientated person. A 
couple of years ago when we 
were looking for coaches he 
was the logical choice.

“It was his next step and 
progression as a leader and 
he’s taken it in his stride as his 
does with everything.”

Alex

alex.oates@news.com.au

OATES

BFL’S LES ASH MEDAL
2010, 2012, 2013, 2016
SENIOR CLUB B & F
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
2016
CLUB CAPTAIN
2008—2015
ASSISTANT COACH 
2014—15
SENIOR COACH 
2016—2017
GAMES 199 GOALS 212 
3x VIC COUNTRY REP 

FINCH FILE Josh Finch 
and Les 
Ash 

THE BEST 200 BFL GAMES EVER?
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STAYING PUT: Ballarat will keep the road cycling titles under a three-year deal announced this week.

Ballarat to retain titles
THE Australian road cycling
championships will stay in Bal-
larat, ending speculation about
a move interstate.

Cycling Australia has an-
nounced a new three-year
deal.

There was speculation at
the January nationals that it
might move, with Canberra
and Bathurst mooted as poten-
tial destinations.

While Ballarat and nearby
Buninyong have been a spec-
tacular success since former
organiser John Craven moved
the nationals there in 2003,
there have long been calls for
changes to the road race
course.

Sprinters have lobbied re-
peatedly for a different course,
saying the hilly 10km circuit
negates their chances of win-

ning. “Cycling Australia is
undertaking a range of initia-
tives to take the event to the
next level,” a statement read.

“A review of the famous
Mount Buninyong circuit is
currently underway, and, over
the course of the agreement,
Cycling Australia is working
towards an expanded compet-
ition schedule that will give
fans more days of racing.”

Pattinson
penalised
for appeal
AUSTRALIAN Test quick
James Pattinson admits he
may have overdone it when
he was denied an lbw and
later given a slap on the wrist
for excessive appealing. 

The 26-year-old was repor-
ted by umpires Peter Hartley
and Alex Wharf during Not-
tinghamshire’s County
Championship match against
Durham last week. 

The England and Wales
Cricket Board’s Cricket
Discipline Commission repri-
manded Pattinson for excess-
ive appealing, determining he
had committed a level one
breach of the code.

“This penalty will remain
on his record for a period of
two years and the accumu-
lation of nine or more penalty
points in any two-year period
will result in an automatic
suspension,” an ECB state-
ment read.

Pattinson admitted he’d
carried on a bit too much
after he was denied an lbw
against former England bats-
man Paul Collingwood.

“I had Collingwood plumb
lbw and the umpire gave it
not out,” the 26-year-old
joked with RSN radio hosts
yesterday. “I went on a bit too
long.” “In country cricket you
don’t get away with as much
as you do back home.’’

Dragon boaters all set

Firing for 
nationals

A CONTINGENCY of Gee-
long’s best dragon-boaters are
representing Victoria at this
week’s Australian Dragon
Boat Championships in Al-
bury-Wodonga.

Sixteen members of the
Geelong Dragon Boat club
made the trip for the first day
of competition yesterday, with
12 to compete as part of the
club’s senior team and at least
six to row as part of the Vic-
torian teams.

The club’s coach and Vic-
torian representative Lauren
Vallance said that preparation
for event had gone well, with
the club aiming to build on
their semi-final appearance at
last year’s championships, de-
spite some challenges.

“(Preparation’s been) really
good, we’ve actually grown our
team a lot lately so we’ve had
lots of good training sessions,”
Vallance said.

“To get into a final would be
excellent. It’s always difficult
because (with) the champion-

ships … people have to give up
work to go and things like that
so it’s not always easy to get
everybody to go.”

Most of the club has been
together for a handful of years,
according to Vallance, with
two stand-out juniors joining
the ranks only last year.

Siblings Kaitlyn and Aiden
Meyer won a pair of medals
each at last year’s national
championships and will com-
pete only as part of a Victorian
junior team again this year.

“A lot of us have been to-
gether four or five years and
the kids only started last year,”
Vallance said.

“Our juniors, Kaitlyn and
Aiden (Meyer), they went last
year and they came home with
silver and bronze medals.”

Geelong’s dragon boat
rowers train twice a week on
the Barwon River, with boats
consisting of either 10 or 20
rowers, along with a drummer
and a sweep who commands
and steers the boat.

The Dragon Boat Cham-
pionships started yesterday
and finish on Monday.

TOM HUSSEY

NEW DISPLAY  
NOW OPEN!

Armstrong Estate 
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Unity drive

A better way of 
building is coming 

to town!

*Photographs and illustrations may depict fixtures, finishes and features not supplied by the Australian Building Company such as furniture, pathway, planter 
boxes and fencing. Images depict upgrade items. *Price is based on Lakelands 14 Vista façade and floorplan with Australian Building Company for deposits 

received from 2nd March 2017 in Geelong build region only. Offer not available in conjunction with any other offer.

Homes from only $139,700*

131 828 | abchomes.com.au


